Odontogenic focal infection could be partly involved in the pathogenesis of atopic dermatitis as exacerbating factor.
A focal infection has been reported to be associated with the pathogenesis of various skin diseases, but, to date, not atopic dermatitis (AD). The objective of the study was to clarify whether the odontogenic focal infection (OFI) could be recognized as one of the exacerbating factors in AD. Forty-three patients with AD whose skin conditions were resistant to conventional therapy were examined. An OFI was evaluated by using radiographs. Serum IgE/sCD30 levels were also examined. Skin condition was evaluated by the eczema area and severity index (EASI). Odontogenic focal infection was detected in 13 patients (30%) and this incidence was higher than in the normal population. Moreover, a 3-month therapy including dental care improved the skin conditions of patients with OFI better than those without OFI. The study concluded that OFI could be involved in the pathogenesis of some types of AD as exacerbating factors.